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through similar terrain. Ahead of Bisal, on the left bank of the Pachuk 
river is Chalran Lake (4625m). The trail to the lake was over a sharp 
ridge and through a rarely used shikari trail. The main obstacle on the 
route was crossing the Pachuk river below Bisal where an old iron wire 
was hanging high between the two banks as the bridge was washed away. 
Shikaris would hang on the wire with an improvised harness and go across 
pulling themselves. It was scary and dangerous. So crossing the river to 
visit the lake was ruled out. We returned to Lada by a new route via the 
West Kameng valley crossing ‘Lapung Pass’ (2400m) (or Lupoi Pass as on 
the map), through a veritable paradise of forest, especially large areas of 
bamboo. We emerged at Khajlang (1500m) near a new dam, and returned 
via Nofra and Solari to reach Bomdila on the main road.

206. Kangto I (7042m) and Kangto II (6953m). (Harish Kapadia)

DICK ISHERWOOD

Nepal 2011

307

I would like to thank Elizabeth Hawley and the climbers named in this report for 
their help with information.

In October 2011, Park Young-Seok, arguably Korea’s most accom-
plished high altitude mountaineer, died on the south face of Annapurna 
with two companions. He was making his second attempt on the promi-
nent unclimbed line between the two pillars taken by the British and Japa-
nese routes. The party reached around 6400m, climbing alpine style, and 
apparently died retreating in bad weather and stonefall. An extensive 
rescue effort failed to find their bodies. Park was the first Korean to climb 
all fourteen 8000m peaks. He has been widely quoted as saying, ‘Moun-
taineers should be on the mountains... I will continue expeditions until 
death comes.’ This line has some history – in 1992 Pierre Beghin and Jean-
Christophe Lafaille reached 7400m, above the major difficulties, and were 
forced to descend by bad weather. Beghin died when an abseil anchor 
pulled out; Lafaille managed to descend alone despite an arm broken by 
rockfall. Ueli Steck made two attempts on it in 2007-8. As it is basically a 
depression in the face, it is not without objective danger.

There were 526 successful ascents of Everest this year, all in the spring 
and many on just 20/21 May in a good weather window, when it must 
have been awfully crowded up there. Apa Sherpa has now climbed Everest 
21 times. The American guide Michael Horst climbed Everest and Lhotse 
in under 21 hours, thus becoming probably the first person to climb two 
8000m peaks in a single day. He did use some oxygen and took a rest in 
his camp on the South Col midway. Babu Sunawar and Lakpa Tshering 
reached the summit of Everest by the standard southern route and 
descended to Syangboche airfield above Namche Bazaar by paraglider, 
circling over the summit and setting a world altitude record in the process. 
They subsequently kayaked down the Dudh Kosi and Ganges to Calcutta, 
naming their whole trip ‘The Ultimate Descent, Summit to Sea’. A holy 
man from south-east Nepal, Bhakta Kumar Rai, who has a considerable 
past record of performing miracles, spent 32 hours on the summit, mostly 
praying for world peace. This is apparently another Everest record, but 
has not so far been accepted by the authorities in Nepal. Sixteen-year-
old George Atkinson from Surbiton climbed Everest in the spring and 
became the youngest person to complete the Seven Summits. His record 
was however beaten later in the year by Californian Jordan Romero, who 
achieved the same feat at age 15. What will they do after they leave school?

The well-known Dutch mountaineer, Ronald Naar, died at around 
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8000m on Cho Oyu in the spring season. He was 56 and had a long 
climbing record in many parts of the world. The cause of his death is not 
known – it does not appear to have been a fall.

In the spring Julian Freeman-Attwood, Nick Colton and Ed Douglas 
attempted the unclimbed Gave Ding (6571m), north-east of Simikot in 
the Changla Himal of far west Nepal. They reached 5900m on its south 
ridge before retreating in deteriorating weather. Julian promises a full 
article on his explorations in this area after his next trip in late 2012. In the 
post monsoon season Mick Fowler, Dave Turnbull, Jonny Ratcliffe and 
Graham Desroy went to Mugu Chuli (6310m), also known as Gojung), 
also in a remote part of far west Nepal but a bit further east than Gave 
Ding. Fowler and Turnbull made the first ascent of the peak by its west face 
at a standard of ED, taking four days up and three more down by a long 
traverse of the frontier ridge with Tibet. Desroy and Ratcliffe made a prob-
able first ascent of an unnamed 5800m peak, also on the border. (Fowler’s 
account appears in this AJ on pages 3-15) The highest peak in this group, Koji-
chuwa Chuli (6439m) was climbed by a Japanese party in 2011. Also in 
the far north-west, Paulo Grobel and Jean-Pierre Arles climbed a new line 
on the north-west ridge of Changwathang (5960m) in late September. This 
peak has had at least two previous ascents by Japanese parties.

The Nepalese Government has announced that there will be no peak 
fees for mountains in the far west of the country – i.e. west of the Dhaula-
giri range – until at least 2015, in an attempt to attract more parties to this 
remote region.

In Solu Khumbu a New Zealand party led by Ben Dare attempted new 

207. The Gottlieb - Kellogg route on the south face of Pangbuk Ri (6716m). The black spot 
shows their advanced base camp. (David Gottlieb)
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routes on Kyajo Ri (6186m) and Kusum Kanguru (6367m), both trekking 
peaks. They reached around 6000m on the south-west ridge of Kyajo Ri 
but had to retreat after an injury to Dare who was struck on the hand by 
falling ice. His companions then attempted a route on the far left part of the 
south-west face of Kusum Kanguru, but turned back in poor snow condi-
tions.

Andy Houseman and Nick Bullock tried a new route on the south pillar 
of Kyashar (Peak 43, 6769m) in the Hinku valley in the spring season – a 
line they had previously attempted in 2010. They found unsettled weather 
and lots of snow, abandoned this project and instead attempted the previ-
ously climbed west ridge, but retreated from around 6000m on very poor 
rock.

Americans David Gottlieb and Chad Kellogg climbed the south face 
of Pangbuk Ri (6716m) in the Rolwaling valley in alpine style over seven 
days in November. They graded the 1400m route VI WI5 M5. There was 
a good deal of rockfall on the route, one piece of which smashed Gottlieb’s 
helmet. They bivouacked in a crevasse on the summit ridge and descended 
the opposite side of the mountain with 20 abseils, some of them long and 
precarious, then had a 10 mile walk back to their base camp.

In October, a three man British party led by Steve Holmes attempted 

208. Andy Houseman on the west ridge of Kyashar (6769m) in the Hinku valley.  
(Nick Bullock)
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Lunag V (6550m), north-east of Pangbuk Ri and near the Nangpa La. They 
abandoned the attempt in very warm and hazardous conditions – they were 
also troubled by Tibetan refugees crossing the Nangpa La and apparently 
willing to plunder their base camp.

In December 2010, three Korean climbers made a new mixed route on 
Phari Lapcha East (6017m). The route was technically difficult at 5.9 A3 
WI5+ M5, with three bivouacs on the ascent and another on the descent. 
Sadly one climber died on the way down, apparently from a stroke – he had 
been unwell on the ascent. 

Andy Parkin’s impressive solo ascent of the north face of Dingjung Ri 
(6249m) in the Rolwaling valley in January 2011 was reported in detail in 
AJ115, 290.

209. The Lunag peaks from the south. L-R: Lunag III, IV and V. (Steve Holmes)
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Restrictions in the Tibetan Autonomous Region continue to make 
climbing or exploration very difficult. With the exception of the 

Nyenchen Tanglha West, which lies within the central region, within a 
day’s drive of Lhasa, it seems to be impossible to get permits to travel or 
climb. Tamotsu Nakamura has continued to be successful in visiting the 
mountains around the lower Yigrong Tsangpo valley, but there is little 
hope for lesser mortals.

In 2012, matters have deteriorated further. Unrest in the Tibetan areas 
of Sichuan have resulted in the closure of the Qonglai Shan (Siguniang) 
and other regions, which do not normally require permits for travel and 
climbing. It remains to be seen how long these restrictions will remain in 
place.

QONGLAI SHAN
Li Lan, Yan Dongdong and Zhao Xingzheng visited the Siguniang 

National Park in August 2010 to make the first ascent of the west face and 
south-west ridge of Abi (5694m) in the less-known western sector of the 
range. 

On the south face of Siguniang (6250m), Sun Bin and Li Zhongli 
completed Liberation (1100m), a route that slants through the 1992 Japa-
nese south buttress to finish up the south-west ridge. Sun Bin had made 
three previous attempts on this line. Two French climbers Maël Baguet and 
Dimitri Messina had earlier completed a new route on the north-west face, 
following a spur to the right of the north couloir and the large rock buttress 
subsequently climbed by Russians, which rises towards mixed ground 
below the upper south-west ridge. There had been two previous attempts 
on the 1300m route, which the pair completed in a five-day round trip.

DAXUE SHAN
In October 2011, Jeff Shapiro and Chris Gibisch made the third ascent 

of Mt Grosvenor (6376m) via a new route on the W/NW aspect. Shortly 
afterwards, Dmitry Paramonov and Denis Shushko, two members of a 
larger Russian expedition, climbed more or less directly up the east face of 
Grosvenor to make the fourth overall ascent.

Yan Dongdong and Zhou Peng visited the Riuche valley on the western 
side of the Minya Konka range and made three new routes. They began 
with a one-day ascent of the 1000m north face of Reddomain (6112m), 
followed by the second ascent of Jiazi (6540m) via a new route on the 
c1500m west face. For their third route, on the 600m south face of Xiao 


